
August - December
2015

w w w . a s r t u . o r g

AS TU
NEWS



2ASTRU NEWS

CONTENTS
1. Foreword 1

2. ICEPTI-2015 Cover Story 2

3. SC Meeting – Rajkot  10

4. Biofuel Roundtable 2015 - CII Conference 13

5. Study tour to Milan 15

6. SC Meeting Meghalaya 19

7. MOU with Shakti Foundation 21

8. Introduction of bus service from Kolkata to Dhaka 22

9. SRTU Annual Conference & AGM of ASRTU - Ahmedabad 23

10. Upcoming events of ASRTU 26

11. Industry News 27

12. Annual Report from Ashok Leyland 28



1 ASTRU NEWS

Foreword
Season greeting from Association of State Road Transport Undertakings!

I wish to thanks to all esteemed member SRTUs and stakeholders for 
your continuing support & helping ASRTU for taking new initiatives.

The International Conference & Exhibition on Public Transport 
Innovation (ICEPTI-2015) organized by ASRTU on its Golden Jubilee 
was well attended by the member from SRTUs, Industry, Associates 
& Officers of Central & State Governments. I take the opportunity 
to appreciate the participation of speakers, sponsors, exhibitors and 
visitors at the event. The purpose of organizing the event was to bring 
all stake holders, industry leaders, manufacturers, and policy makers 
on a single platform to share experience and seek solutions. India has 
a vast potential market in coming years to expand its resources to 
meet the growing quality public road transport systems.

I am sure the exhibition & conference was beneficial to the transport 
undertakings and guests. We look forward for the constant support 
from all of those who have supported and others to join us in future 
projects.  

It is our endeavour organize such National Conference & Best Practices 
workshops with informative programs on innovative techniques in the 
operation of latest technology. We invite our esteemed members to 
share best practices details for disseminating to remaining members 
SRTU.

Your valuable feedback is intended to improve our performance.

P. S. Ananda Rao.
Executive Director 

Dear Colleagues,

May I have the pleasure of your presence at our Golden Jubilee event & “International Conference & 
Exhibition on Public Transport Innovation (ICEPTI) – 2015” at Manekshaw Center, New Delhi, India on 
August 13-14, 2015.  This mega public transport event, I am sure, will be very important to the key 
players in Public Transport and provide sustainable mobility in our country.

Over 500 renowned experts and over 100 exhibitors will showcase the potential for two days to discuss 
the latest innovations for urban, interurban and regional
transport, as well as green modes of transport.

ICEPTI-2015 shall provide a platform for exchange of ideas and shared solutions on the theme of “Catch 
the Bus” stimulating country’s creativity and promoting
innovation for a sustainable future.

I invite all the Transport planners and Experts, innovators, industries & academicians to be a part of this 
conference.

Looking forward to meet you at this special event in New Delhi!

P S Ananda Rao

Association of State Road Transport Undertakings

P S Ananda Rao
Executive Director
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Cover Story

The ASRTU’s International Conference & Exhibition 
on Public Transport Innovation was successfully 
executed on 13th August-14th August 2015 at 
Manekshaw Centre, New Delhi. Over 1,000 
highly qualified participants and 50 exhibitors came 
together for two days to discuss the latest innovations 
in Urban, Interurban, Regional Transport and Green 
Mode Transport. In addition, the Association of State 
Road Transport Undertakings (ASRTU) celebrated 
its Golden Jubilee clubbed with this mega event. 
The event was inaugurated by the Honorable 
Union Minister of Road Transport & Highways, Shri 
Nitin Gadkari in the august presence of Shri Anant 
Gangaram Geete, Honorable Union Minister of 
Public Enterprises & Heavy Industries and was also 
graced with the presence of Chief Executives and 
Senior Officials from various SRTU’s (State Road 
Transport Undertakings).

The conference agenda provided a platform for 
the exchange of ideas and shared solutions on 
the theme of “Catch The Bus”, stimulating each 
country’s creativity and promoting innovation for a 
sustainable future.

A wide range of issues including the latest innovations 
for urban, inter-urban, regional transport as well as 
green modes of transport were discussed over the 
course of panel discussion sessions spread over 
two days. The sessions covered various subjects: 
sustainable public road transport - its challenges and 
a road map for the future; smart vehicle technologies 
and alternate fuels; women’s safety; challenges in 
public transport; and the future of the bus industry 
in India.

International Conference & Exhibition on Public 
Transport Innovation 2015
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KEY FACTS

Road Connectivity & Development

The International Conference and Exhibition on Public Transport Innovation - 2015 in New Delhi, was 
organized to mark the golden jubilee celebrations of the Association of State Road Transport Undertakin 
(ASRTU) which was established on 13th August, 1965. The inaugural address was delivered by Nitin Gadkari, 
Union Minister of Road Transport & Highways and Shipping, government of 
India. He said that the government is committed to improving the safety of Indian 
roads. A bill adopting the best practices in the world in road transportation and 
safety standards will be brought soon. Gadkari’s vision is to make the functioning of 
the transport sector corruption free and transparent. He added that services should 
be delivered in a time bound manner. He also laid emphasis on the adoption of 
new technologies such as GPS based systems, passenger information systems, 
CCTV cameras, automatic fare collection systems and electronic ticket vending. He 
asked the Indian automobile manufacturers to ensure international standards in vehicle manufacturing. The 
goal should be good quality at reasonable cost, said Gadkari. He also underlined use of bio-diesel and other 
alternate fuels to reduce the level of pollution in the environment.

• Rs. 14,000 crores worth of investments made in transport sector across major cities since April 2015

• Barrier-free movement of goods across states using 96,000 km of national highway length is needed 
since 40 per cent movement is via highways

• Automated services like GPS and fare collection are needed

• Driving centers across India for automatic driving licenses must be stared

• Reaching Euro 6 is imperative

• 25 - 30 per cent discount can be availed on surrendering of old vehicles and purchasing of new vehicles 
(under a near future scheme)

• State Trade Corporations are planning 8 industrial areas.

• Highest incentives will be given for manufacturing bio-fuelled and electric buses

• Rural mass transportation to be encouraged

• New vehicles that are operable in multi-modal transport ways must be developed

Highlights of the Event
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The Ministry of Heavy Industries & Public 
Enterprises will fully cooperate with the 
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways 
in the development of automobiles 
that are in line with the “Make in India” 
slogan of the Prime Minister, as well as 

being environmentally conducive. Incentives can also be 
offered to manufacturers in this regard.

Anant Geete
Union Minister of Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises

Indian cities have enough of buses and 
vehicles on the roads, we just need to 
utilize them smartly. The existing buses 
can be used at a higher frequency and 
a better connectivity by implementing 
some planning.

Prof. Dinesh Mohan
Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi

The need of the hour is to work 
in the direction of an environment 
friendly transport system which is also 
sustainable. Steps should be taken in 
the direction of manufacturing hybrid 
vehicles and developing alternate fuels.

Vijay Chhibber
Secretary, Ministry of Road, Transport & Highways and 
President, ASRTU

Several organization were there to 
ensure to women safety prior to Delhi’s 
unfortunate event which forced some 
serious thinking on this issue. Women 
have been travelling in large number 
thus public transport needs to safe for 

them to commute.

Sanjay Bandopadhyay
Joint.  Secretary,  MoRT&H

Safety and comfort are ignored while 
designing the buses in India..The buses 
of the future need to be ecofriendly and 
luxurious.

Rajender Kumar Kataria
IAS, MD, Karnataka SRTC

We will release a white paper of this 
conference, where we will discuss the 
problems and their possible solutions. 
This conference will not just be another 
conference rather the solutions derived 
from it will be implemented.

P. S. Ananda Rao
Executive  Director, ASRTU

In a country like India Public Transport 
is more or less related to the poor so 
we need to upgrade the buses in order 
to make it lucrative to the people of 
higher classes too which will reduce the 
problem of congestion and pollution.

Alain Flausch
Secretary General, International Association of Public 
Transport (UITP).

23 per cent of the emission of 
greenhouse gases, which is responsible 
for climate change, it comes from 
the vehicular pollution…India is still 
developing and has better scopes of 
incorporating a sustainable model of 

development of road transport.

Dario Hidalgo
EMBARQ

What the Experts said...
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REGISTRATION
Total Attendees 1145

Total Delegates 745

STU Delegates 198

Exhibitors 277

Visitors & Media 83

Crew & Management 187
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25%
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Media
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PROGRAM & SPEAKERS
38 Speakers

3 Sessions

2 Panel  Discussions

8 International Speakers

30 National Speakers & Panelists 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Interna�onal Speakers

Na�onal Speakers & Panelists

Chart Title

Delegates Feedback 

81.51% delegates rated the program very good & excellent 

82% delegates rated the speakers very good and excellent 

Program & Speakers
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Key Highlights
• Great enthusiasm amongst attendees for attending sessions and having a wonderful experience touring 

exhibition and bus display area

• LIVE WEBCAST of the event for over two days giving “feel at Venue” experience to more than 5000 
views around the world

• Bar Coded Registration Management system capable of smooth and excellent handling of 2 times more 
attendees turn up for event.

• WELCOME DELEGATES SCREEN & SYSTEM was much appreciated liked by the delegates 

• Access control for Lunch management, Kits management and hall entrance was very helpful in keeping 
track of numbers and quick reports

• Live updates of each and every information about the event on the event website pre and post event 
was very informative and appreciated by the attendees

• Release of Audio Visual Presentation showcasing the evolution of Road Transportation in India  

• ASRTU released its coffee table book celebrating their Golden Jubilee year during the Inauguration of 
the event.

• The Hospitality arrangement, wide open areas at the venue, beautiful conference hall and luxurious 
speakers & VIP Lounge and related arrangement gave a mesmerizing experience to each and every 
stakeholder of the event 

• National Transport Excellence Awards distributed by Shri Nitin Gadkari 

• Data Visualization Challenge Competition managed by Embarq India

The objective of bringing together the Global Bus Industry, Industrial players & Manufactures, Public and 
Private Bus Operators, Service Management and Passenger Information System Players, Corporations and 
STUs, Institutions, Researchers, Transport Professional, Media and Knowledge Partner is rated HIGHLY 
SUCCESSFUL by more than 87% attendees with “EXCELLENT” grade
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239th meeting of Standing Committee(Supplies & 
Contracts) held on 30th & 31st January, 2015 at Rajkot 
Sh.A.J.Raval, CME, Gujarat SRTC in his welcome 
address expressed his gratitude to Sh Vijaybhai 
Rupani, Hon’ble Minister for Transport, Water 
Supply, Labour & Employment, Govt. of Gujarat 
for accepting the request to be the chief guest for 
the 239th meeting of Standing Committee (Supplies 
& Contracts) at Rajkot.  He said that the Hon’ble 
Minister has a vast public service experience in his 
long political carrier.  He informed that though he 
has taken over the charge of Minister for Transport 
very recently, his involvement and contribution 
towards development of public transport in the 
state are immense. While sharing his experience , 
he said the Hon’ble Minister has always extended 
his whole hearted support to GSRTC and its 
officials.  He further welcomed Chairman, Standing 
Committee (S&C), Executive Director, ASRTU 
& other delegates for providing opportunity to 
GSRTC for hosting the event.  He also thanked the 
VC&MD, GSRTC for consenting to host the event 
at Rajkot. 

Sh. P. S. Ananda Rao, Executive Director, 
ASRTU welcomed the Hon’ble Minister, 
VC&MD, GSRTC & VC&MD, MSRTC, chief 
executives of other SRTUs and all other delegates 
joined for attending the 239th meeting of Standing 
Committee (S&C) at Rajkot.  He said that Rajkot 
has a long history and reiterated the significant 
role of the city in the Indian Independence 
Movement while being the homeland for many 

great personalities like Gandhiji and others.  He 
further added that Rajkot is fast growing through 
a transition with cultural, industrial and economical 
growth.  In his speech, he focused on the policies 
at the national level which has caused serious 
concern to the very existence of the SRTUs today.  
He drew the attention to the recently proposed 
road safety and transport bill which is detrimental 
to the growth of SRTUs. He said that ASRTU has 
already forwarded the views of the SRTUs to the 
Ministry and also posted strong protest on certain 
proposed amendments in the Motor Vehicle Act.  
He also informed that the resolution taken by the 
recently Transport Development Council regarding 
one time taxation system for interstate free 
movement of all India tourist permit vehicles from 
8 to 50 seaters which will cause a serious threat to 
the operation of SRTUs. He said that a sustainable 
and organized public transports can certainly be 
helpful to meet the challenges for safe, reliable and 
economical transport services to the commuters 
and for catering the various travelling needs of the 
people and SRTUs will have to prepare for bigger 
challenges.  He informed that ASRTU is committed 
for mainly three critical areas:-

1. Cleanliness of workplace in line with Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan announced by the Govt. of India

2. Safety of buses specially on fire accidents

3. Innovations & best practices in public road 
transport 

He expressed his pleasure for announcing awards 
for the best performing SRTUs in the above 
categories at Rs.10.00 lacs, Rs.7.5 lacs & Rs.5.00 lacs 
respectively. He also mentioned that presentations 
on cleanness of workplace and fire detection and 
suppression in buses have been organized after the 
business session of the meeting. He also said that 
during this golden jubilee year of ASRTU, more 
valuable and meaningful services will be provided 
for the inclusive growth of SRTUs. He also invited 
the innovation and remarkable achievements of 

239th Meeting of Standing Committee
(Supplies & Contracts) held on 30th & 31st January, 2015 at Rajkot
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the SRTUs for documenting and circulating to all 
concerned in the national and international level.  
He once again emphasized on the importance of 
rate contract system and urged all SRTUs to make 
use of the same.  In order to make the ASRTU rate 
contracts more effective, efforts are being made at 
the central government level to enlist the ASRTU as 
the central purchase organization under GFR 2005 
in line with DGS&D.  ASRTU is in the process of 
developing vendors for all regions in the country for 
facilitating the smooth supply of Auto components 
to the SRTUs. 

The SRTUs are facing big challenges for their survival 
at present and at this situation, the employees of the 
SRTUs need to play greater role to win the trust of 
public. They need to be polite, courteous to the 
passengers and give importance for the cleanness, 
punctuality and also for the safety and security of the 
passengers. Commercial development of available 
land and property of SRTUs need to be emphasized 
to increase revenue.  GSRTC has already shown 
the way by creating state of art bus stations under 
PPP models and all other SRTUs should also 
consider for similar models. Though ASRTU is 
greatly helping the SRTUs by providing important 
forums for improving the performances, certain 
importance also need to be given for infrastructural 
development of SRTUs.  While expressing deep 
concern on the huge number of road accidents, 
the Chairman, SC(S&C) said that it is necessary to 
minimize the road accidents by the SRTUs through 
proper analysis and study of the cause of accidents. 
He requested ASRTU to conduct safety audits 
of the SRTUs and provide proper guidelines for 
minimizing the accidents. 

Sh. Pankaj Kumar, IAS, VC&MD, Gujarat 
SRTC thanked the Hon’ble Minister for all his 
contribution in the development of the city of Rajkot 
in the capacity of Mayor of the Rajkot Municipal 
Corporation in the past. In his address he urged the 
SRTUs to be aggressive and create competitiveness 
by improving their standards and come out of the 
victim syndrome. The salient points of his speech 
are as under: 

He congratulated ASRTU for entering into the 
golden jubilee year and said that ASRTU is unique 

in the sense that besides doing all regular activities 
like any other association, it is also facilitating the 
SRTUs in procurement of spares through the rate 
contracting system.  He said that the good works 
done by the SRTUs are going unnoticed and need 
to be highlighted in proper forums and requested 
ASRTU to act in this regard.  While comparing 
with Indian Railways, he said that the SRTUs are 
carrying passengers more than three times that of 
Indian Railways and connecting to almost all villages 
in the country which Indian Railway does not.  He 
gave an overview of the functioning of ASRTU and 
performance of the SRTUs in the country.  He 
mentioned that ASRTU is the member of many 
reputed International organizations and provide 
opportunity to the senior executives of SRTUs to 
attend the conferences and meetings held at these 
organizations abroad. He informed that GSRTC is 
procuring about 11000 items of spares every year 
and timely finalization of the contracts by ASRTU 
would help in better utilization of the contracts and 
streamlining their procurement process. 

He appreciated ASRTU for instituting awards for 
the best performing SRTUs in the field of road 
safety, fuel performance and vehicle productivity 
etc.  However this shall be more effective if the 
performance of SRTUs are recognized at other 
national and international forums similar to Prime 
Minister’s Excellence Awards in public administration 
etc.  He requested ASRTU to work as a nodal 
agency to project the eligible SRTUs in such forums 
for recognizing them in national level. 

SRTUs are paying huge amount of taxes and the 
Government should use this money for development 
of good bus stations, depots, workshops and 
induction of high quality buses so as to create a level 
playing field with other transport modes.  SRTUs 
are meeting the social needs and taking welfare 
measures by extending concessions of various 
categories of the citizens which is required to be 
reimbursed by the respective State Governments. 
Though the State Governments have the right to 
fix the fares, freedom need to be given to SRTUs 
to revise the fares through a scientific formula to 
overcome losses. He thanked the Government of 
Gujarat is compensating 100% of such amount and 
also for giving subsidy upto the amount of Rs.700 
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crores to overcome the losses for running the rural 
services in the state. In the mean time, SRTUs also 
need to flex their muscles to compete with private 
players through improved performance on a level 
playing field and any subsequent lapses would be 
managerial issues only.  Instead of focusing on our 
good works only, it is more important to identify the 
weakness of the SRTUs and remedial measures are 
to be suggested by ASRTU for their improvement.  
More attention must be given by ASRTU on the 
demand side by providing solutions on IT, vehicle 
technology, managerial issues etc.  

He expressed that most of the SRTUs are not able 
to get funds from banks and financial institutions 
being loss making organizations.  In this regard, he 
said that SRTUs can use their available precious 
lands for generating funds. He said that SRTUs 
may focus their issues in right manner to win the 
political will for availing Government grants such as 
connecting to rural areas will give political dividends 
and politicians will support any such scheme.  

It is the time to deliver up to the expectation level 
of public and Government. It is the responsibility of 
the SRTUs to give service level assurances also. We 
have completed the 50 years of formalities and now 
is the time to face the challenges ahead.  

Sh. Vijaybhai Rupani, Hon’ble Transport Minister 
of Gujarat welcomed all the delegates to his 
hometown and constituency of Rajkot. He said 
the SRTUs should not be treated as profit making 
organization but public service organizations only. 
He thanked ASRTU and GSRTC for giving him 
the opportunity to become the chief guest in this 
national level meeting.  He also appreciated the 
efforts of ASRTU for improving the efficiency of 
the SRTUs in the country including GSRTC.  The 
Hon’ble Transport Minister said that his government 
is continuously supporting GSRTC and assured for 
extending the same in future also.  He expressed 
happiness that at present GSRTC is connecting 
99% of the villages in the state and assured that the 
State Government will provide finance to all the loss 
making rural service to connect 100% villages in the 
state.  

He emphasized on the image branding of GSRTC 
and improving its operational efficiency by replacing 

its all old fleet with new ones.  He asked GSRTC 
and other SRTUs to win the trust of government 
through their performance by operating good buses 
and by ensuring punctuality, safety cleanness etc.  He 
said, if necessary, Government will impress upon 
the Central Government to extend its support to 
the SRTUs.  

While appreciating the performance of GSRTC, 
he said, daily 8000 buses are running in the state 
and Gujarat Government will be happy to provide 
funding for the further increase of its fleet strength.  
He appreciated the good governance of GSRTC 
and informed that the government has accepted all 
the suggestions made by the VC&MD of GSRTC 
for improving efficiency.  

He informed that the international suitable bus 
stations developed on PPP model in Gujarat has 
brought national and international appreciations.  
The users are happy for the services and facilities 
being provided and incentivizing them for using bus 
transport.       

Presentations made during the meeting

1. M/s Nitin Fire Protection Inds Ltd gave 
presentation on Automatic Fire Detection & 
Suppression System after which they have 
arranged a live demo on the system and 
exhibited the system fitted on a GSRTC bus.

2. M/s Karcher Cleaning Systems P Ltd - 
Automatic Depot & Bus Cleaning Equipments. 
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Biofuel Roundtable 2015 - CII Conference

Biofuels can offer a viable solution to some of the 
challenges facing the agriculture sector by providing 
alternative source of income and energy to the rural 
areas, according to Nitin Gadkari, Hon’ble Minister 
of Road, Transport and Highways and Shipping. 
“Biofuels can be socio-economic change agents as 
it would address crucial issues of farmer suicides, 
agri surpluses in the sugar, wheat and rice industries 
and fuel economy,” said Gadkari at the ‘Biofuels 
Roundtable 2015, organised by the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) on April 15, 2015.

Mr. Nitin Gadkari, Minister of Road, Transport 
and Highways, said: “The Transport Ministry will 
make efforts to bring in biofuels, including ethanol, 
biodiesel and bio-CNG, for public transport in 
Delhi to reduce carbon emissions having an adverse 
impact on climate change. Bio-fuels can be socio-
economic change agents as it would address crucial 
issues of farmer suicides, agri surpluses in the sugar, 
wheat and rice industries and the fuel economy. 
Higher use of biofuels will directly help reduce 
petrol and diesel imports currently estimated at 
about Rs. 6 lakh crores.”

He said the recent Green tribunal decision would 
necessitate concentration more on biofuels to 
ensure safety from pollution. Highest priority needs 
to be given to biofuels which are an alternative to our 
agricultural problems. Diversification of agriculture 
towards energy is very essential for ‘Make in India’ 
and for rural and agricultural economy.”

Citing an example where technology innovation 
has led to employment generation, he said: 
“Conversion of biomass and biowaste to pellets can 
be a good option for gas and can give employment. 

One of the projects which has been 
implemented in Nagpur entails using 
cotton stalk and segregating municipal 
waste for making pellets. Today, we have 
12 factories employing 15,000 youth for 
making pellets which are being used in 
1,000 restaurants with special stoves.”

Further, “in Stockholm, methane is being 
taken from sewage water to make bio-
CNG which is being used to run buses. 

We are also forming a joint venture company to 
make biogas from sewage water and run buses on 
bio-CNG. There is an opportunity to convert the 
existing buses to run on electric power or biofuels. 
Now is the time for us to convert our transport, 
particularly in metros, to biofuels or electric, which 
will result in huge savings of fuels and give a good 
rate of return.”

Highlighting a pioneering initiative, the Minister said: 
“The Haldia port started manufacturing 3 lakh litres 
per day of biodiesel which is being used in trucks 
and railway engines. It is the first green port in India 
where we will use only biodiesel.”

Stressing the need to focus on technological 
innovations, Dr. Renu Swarup, Senior Adviser, 
Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science 
& Technology, observed: “R&D has been given 
a special place in the biofuels policy. If a country 
like India, with the largest diversity and quantity of 
biomass, cannot have sufficient ethanol to meet its 
targets, there is cause for concern.  The answer lies in 
new technologies, and while there are technologies 
ready, the challenge lies in the feedstock options.  
We need to experiment our technologies on a 
variety of feedstock. Commercial plants need to be 
set up with multi-feedstock options.”

Talking about feedstock options, she added: “We 
need to look at algae as a feedstock. India has a 
distinct advantage as far as algae is concerned as 
we have the largest biodiversity strains available for 
algae – nearly 2,000 strains have been collected and 
are being given to industry for testing. India is on the 
track to develop a roadmap for synthetic biology.”
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Emphasising the importance of the use of alternate 
fuels in transport, Shri P.S. Anand Rao, Executive 
Director, Association of State Road, Transport 
Undertakings (ASRTU), in his address on Promoting 
Low-Carbon Road Transport in India, said: “The 
best tool to fight vehicular pollution is ethanol as it 
contains 35 per cent oxygen and reduces particulate 
and CO2 emissions. Ethanol can reduce emissions 
by as much as 75 per cent and can also result in 
savings in fuel cost of $149.2 billion.”

Discussing the impact of vehicular emissions on 
the climate change, Mr. V.K. Srivastava, Additional 
Director, PCRA, Ministry of Petroleum & Natural 
Gas, said: “Road transport is the biggest GHG 
producing segment accounting for about 64 per 
cent of the diesel consumption in India. A 50 per 
cent cut in GHG emissions/mile is feasible by 2030 
from conventional technologies and biofuels.”

Dr. A.K. Dhussa, Former Adviser, Ministry of New & 
Renewable Energy, said: “There is a large potential 
for bioenergy in general – 36000 MW generation 
possibility and 107 million tonnes of biofuels which 
is enough to replace about 80 per cent of product 
consumption for transportation. Benefits worth Rs. 
2 crores accrue for every 3,000 tonnes of biofuels 
used. Recently in a key policy decision, bio-CNG 
has also been approved as a transport fuel.”

To ensure adequate availability of ethanol, support 
is required for pre-commercial projects based on 
indigenous technologies for ethanol production, 
he added. Citing an example where technology 
innovation has led to employment creation, Nitin 
Gadkari said, “Conversion of biomass and bio-waste 
to pellets can be a good option for gas and can give 
employment. One of the projects which has been 
implemented in Nagpur entails using cotton stalk 
and segregating municipal waste for making pellets. 
Today, we have 12 factories employing 15000 
youth which are making the pellets. These pellets 
are being used in 1000 restaurants with special 
stoves.”

Mentioning another technological innovation in the 
area of biogas, he said, “In Stockholm in Sweden, 
methane is being taken from sewage water to make 
bio-CNG which is being used to run buses. We are 
also forming a joint venture company to make a 

joint venture company to make biogas from sewage 
water and run buses on bio-CNG.”                                                                  

Emphasising the opportunity in this segment, Nitin 
Gadkari said, “There is an opportunity to convert 
existing busses to run on electric power or biofuels. 
Now is the time for us to convert our transport 
particularly in metros to biofuels or electric which 
will result in huge savings of fuels and give a good 
internal rate of return.”

Pramod Chaudhari, chairman, CII national 
committee for bio-energy and chairman, Praj 
Industries, stated, “The time has come for bio-
based economy. Most important is the need for 
flexibility of feedstocks-ethanol can be made from a 
variety of feedstock-sugarcane, sweet sorghum, etc.  
A consistent policy and a roadmap for promoting 
biofuels can give an impetus for taking biofuels to 
the next level. A bio-energy mission or a task force 
is required to take the momentum forward in an 
organised manner.”
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Study Tour to Milan
The President ASRTU kindly consented for 
conducting the foreign study tour to attend the 61st 
UITP World Congress held at Milan, Italy and the 
study tour to nearby cities of Rome and Florence 
from 03rd to 11th June 2015 .

The objectives of study tour was to provide 
exposure to the top management of member 
SRTUs to global best practices through study visits 
to public transport organizations of developed 
countries and cities.  This study tour was organized 
by ASRTU in co-ordination with International 
Association of Public Transport (UITP) to the cities 
of Rome, Florence and Milan from 03rd June to 11th 

June 2015.

The biennial UITP World Congress and Exhibition 
offered participants a unique opportunity to 
discover the very latest public transport market 
developments and learn from industry leaders, 
the networking opportunities amongst like-minded 
professionals and the business opportunities 
available are unrivalled.

Based on a multiple-session congress and a major 
exhibition of industrial products and services, 
the World Congress and Exhibition was simply 
unmissable for public transport and sustainable 
mobility professionals the world over.

A 27 member delegation consisting of Hon’ble 
Minister of State, Secretaries, Chief Executives and 
senior officials of State Road Transport Undertakings 
(SRTUs) has attended the above study tour. The 
delegation was invited by the Italian Transport 
Association -ASSTRA  to attend the World Congress 
and the associated study tour to the cities of Rome 
and Florence from 03rd to 11th June 2015  to share 
the experience of advanced transport public systems 
in their country.  

The delegates visited the cities of Rome & Vatican 
to understand the transportation system adopted in 
these cities which are the modern urban cities with 
the huge inflow of visitors from all over the world. 
ATAC S.p.A, the Transport Authority in Rome in 
association with the International Association of 

Public Transport (UITP) organized a visit to the Atac 
Headquarters where the delegates were exposed 
to the most modern facilities for maintenance 
of multiple modes of transport viz., Bus, Trams, 
etc. Rome has an urban transport network which 
consists of buses, trams, rapid transit lines, light 
rail lines and suburban railways. Atac S.p.A is the 
municipally-owned public transport company which 
operates most of the public transport lines in the 
cities of Rome & Vatican. The visit was followed by 
the presentations by the speakers of Atac to give 
the clear picture of operations of various modes of 
public transportation in the cities of Rome & Vatican 
and also the safety systems being installed in their 
system.

61st UITP Congress opening ceremony held on 
08th June at 0900 Hrs was a newer and knowledge 
enhancing ceremony for most delegates in which 
the following senior officials on behalf of UITP 
delivered their knowledge packed speech in terms 
of the Public Transport System worldwide.

1. Mr.Peter HENDY CBE, UITP President

2. Mr.Giuliano Pisapia, Mayor of Milan, Italy

3. Mr.Alessandro Sorte, Transport Councillor, 
Lombardy Region, Milan, Italy

4. Mr.Bruno Rota, Chairman & CEO, Azienda 
Transporti Milanesi S.p.A (ATM), Milan

5. Mr.Andrea Gibelli, Chairman of the Board, 
FNM, Milano, Italy.
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An open discussion on the necessities and realization 
of public transport in the cities “Senseable Cities” was 
made which was an exclusive knowledge booster 
for the delegates. The following were present in the 
open discussion:

1. Mr. Carlo Ratti, Architect- Engineer- 
Inventor & Professor, Senseable City Lab, 
Massachusetts, Institute of Technology, USA.

2. Mr. Alain Flausch, Secretary General, UITP

3. Mr . Melinda Crane, Deutsche Welle TV.

a. and bio-ethanol as a local renewable fuel.

b. Local waste- Local Fuel- Local Transport

c. CO2, NOx and Particles reduction upto 
90%.

d. Less dependant on oil import.

e. Robust and Cost efficient and so on…

Major Sessions during the UITP World Congress 
Technology innovations for buses

1. Zero Emission Urban Bus Systems Francisco 
Gonzalez Balmas, Bus Technical Director, 
TMB Barcelona

2. Bogota Elektrika Project, Hollman Suárez, 
CEO, Bogotá Elektrika 

3. BUS 2025:4500 PARISIAN BUSES GOING 
GREEN BY 2025

4. The European Bus System of the Future 2 
(EBSF2)

India Session

Integrated efforts for the development of Public 
Transport in India

Chairperson: Mr. Pankaj Kumar, Vice-President 
ASRTU, and Vice Chairman and Managing Director, 
Gujarat State Road Transport Corporation, 
Ahmedabad, India

Efficient Urban and Sub-Urban Connectivity – Trunk 
and Feeder Services by BMTC

Dr. Ekroop Caur, Chairperson, UITP India Board 
& Managing Director, Bangalore Metropolitan 
Transport Corporation 

Highlights:

Transport in Bangalore

• NMT Share in City : 42%

• Of the motorised trips, 42% are made by 
Public Transport

• Private Vehicles (Cars+2-wheelers) 
constitute 90% of the vehicles but cater to 
47% of the trips

BMTC Operations 

• Bus services in Bangalore are based on the 
‘Direct Services’ model. 

• Each locality is directly connected to 
destinations in the city centre with a dedicated 
route.

• As city expands and number of destinations 
increases, the number of routes increases 
exponentially.

• This has resulted in a large degree of route 
redundancy and inefficiency. 
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The Direct Services Model: Issues 

Issues for Users 

• Large number of routes increases system 
complexity and acts as a barrier to entry for 
new users

• System complexity means developing user 
information systems, like maps at bus stops, 
becomes very difficult

Issues for Operator 

• As fiscal capacities are generally constrained, 
fleet size cannot keep up with the exponential 
increase in number of routes

• Eventually, this system ends up with a large 
number of routes with only 1 or 2 buses, 
therefore making it difficult to match supply 
with demand 

Salient features of the scheme

• Ensuring stage carriage operations in the 
remote areas of the state 

• Connecting unserviced /underserviced Gram 
Panchayats to the block head quarters /
nearest town/main road junction 

• minimum10 vehicles per block 

• Fixed timing and fixed routes (at least two 
services in the morning and two in the 
evening) 

• Special fare structure for the routes 

• Block level committee to decide the routes 

• Maximum route length of 160kms (including 
to and fro journey 

Successful Implementation of the project in 
Odisha

• RTO’s  as main driving force for encouraging 
local participation

• Fare varies between 0.80 Paise to Rs 1/ per 
km

• Operators and drivers mostly from the local 
people

• Source of employment & sense of ownership 
among locals

• Subsidy to operator released quarterly based 
on certificate of assurance released by BDO 
& Gram Panchayat

• Permits issued for short period of 3 months 
to keep a check on service & than renewed

• No restriction if driver or operator willfully 
runs the service whole day but compulsory 
to  run the service two times of day

• Repair & maintenance to be managed by 
Driver

• Parking done at their places or at designated 
space provided by BDO

• Each operator/ driver earning a profit of Rs 
10,000-15,000 per month

• No amendment  done , provision of 
exemption  already there in MV Act of Odisha

The Florence bus transport mainly consists of mini-
bus. These are small electrical buses that putter 
through the narrow downtown – mostly  pedestrian 
– streets. The popular route is the D line which 
starts at the SMN train station in Piazza Stazione at 
the ‘Galleria’ stop (near big area for taxis).

The D bus stops in the characteristic Santo Spirito 
area, then heads on to Pitti Palace and Boboli 
Gardens and then to the Ponte Vecchio from which 
it is easy to reach Piazza Signoria and the Uffizi 
Gallery.  

Ataf, the city bus comany has an excellent website 
with detailed information about all bus lines, routes 
and timetables.

For city buses, the tickets are to be bought ahead of 
time. The easiest, fastest and most common place 
to buy tickets is at newsstands, tobacco shops and 
cafes which are indicated with ‘ATAF-Linea which 
says they sell bus tickets.
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Meeting with the Secretary General, 
UITP

The delegates had a meeting with Mr. Alain Flausch, 
Secretary General, UITP to discuss the Public 
Transport Issues in India in general and STUs in 
particular. The discussion held in length on the 
advocacy issues to be taken up at the UITP level to 
help the STUs in India to present before the Govt. 
of India in the following:

1. Climate change due to Pollution

2. Regulating frame work on Tax Structure

3. Mode of Financing for the Public Transport (g) 
Conclusion & way forward

Public transport in India is on the changing phase, 
both from the inside and in relation to the external 
trends affecting its socio-economic environment. 
The bus based Public Transport System in India 
witnessed an overwhelming change over during 
the recent past for which the Central/State Govt. 
intervention is to be highly accredited.

On the one hand, public transport must perform 
better, be more efficient, answer changing 
expectations, be more customer-oriented and 
adopt a business-oriented approach. On the 
other, it can contribute to jobs and growth, make 
cities more competitive, attract investors, reduce 
congestion, and be the natural leader of urban 
mobility integration. 

The slogan of UITP Milan Congress 2015: “SMILE 
in the city”, where “smile” is the acronym of five 
keywords directly related to the realistic challenges 
in Public transport.

Sustainability: environmental protection (clean 
fuels/vehicles, energy efficiency), social equity, 
economic development, liveability, security;

Mobility: development of mass transit supply and 
enlarged scope of public transport including shared 
transport modes such as car-sharing, car-pooling, 
bike-sharing, taxis and shared taxis, the pedestrian 
environment,  and their integration in and with the 
city;

Innovation: innovative urban policies, new 
technologies, smart cities, organizational 
approaches, which make the city more accessible, 
public transport more efficient and easy to use;

Lifestyle: quality of life in the city, health, values and 
brands, accessibility, customer-oriented, creative, 
cultural and design-oriented transport and mobility 
modes, walkability;

Economy: Contribution to jobs and growth, 
cities’ competitiveness, institutional framework, 
governance and regulation, funding architecture, 
fare policy, business culture, partnership with 
industry and private sector, technical harmonization 
and standardization.

The challenges in Public Transport can be well 
addressed by including the above 5 features to the 
Public Transport system:

a) Adoption of clean fuels (Electric & Renewable 
fuels) 

b) Integrated approach of last mile connectivity 
& Parking system using Bus System with Taxi, 
walking & bicycle modes.

c) Innovation through IT interventions of ITS, PIS 
and productivity of Crew & Buses like ITE’s.

d) Accessibility with lifestyle with different 
categories to suit different life styles.

e) Uniform Fare & Taxation policies for a 
sustainable & economic Transport model are 
being proposed.
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240th Meeting of Standing Committee
(Supplies & Contracts) held at Shillong on 24th & 25th April 2015

The 240th meeting of Standing Committee (Supplies  
& Contracts) was held at  Shillong on 24th & 25th April 
2015. Shri Wilfred Nongsiej, Managing Director, 
Meghalaya Transport Corporation extended 
a warm welcome to the Chairman Standing 
Committee (Supplies & Contracts), Executive 
Director, ASRTU, All Chief Executives of State Road 
transport Undertakings and other members of the 
Standing Committee (Supplies & Contracts) and 
thanked Chairman SC (S&C) and ED ASRTU for 
choosing Shillong as the venue for conducting the 
240th meeting of SC (S&C) of ASRTU.

Shri P. S. Ananda Rao, Executive Director ASRTU 
welcomed all the delegates and said that this is an 
opportunity for the members to experience the 
geographical conditions and working environment 
in which the SRTUs of North Eastern states perform 
their operations and cater to the need of the 
travelling public. He thanked Shri Wilfred Nongsiej 
for agreeing to host the meeting at Shillong.  He 
added that, North Eastern States are blessed 
with abundant natural resources for industrial and 
social development, but the full potential has not 
been utilized, because of lack of proper transport 
infrastructure.  Irrespective of some unique 
challenges, the services being provided by North 
Eastern SRTUs are really appreciable. He further 
recalled on some important discussions made 
during recent General Body meeting at Ahmedabad 
on Fire Accidents in public transport buses, end of 
life vehicles, draft Road Transport & Safety Bill, use 
of alternate fuels in buses etc. He thanked all the 
delegates and wished to have fruitful discussions in 
the meeting

Shri Sanjay Khandare, IAS, Chairman Standing 
Committee (S&C) & VC and MD, Maharashtra 
State Road Transport Corporation welcomed all 
the delegates and mentioned about the challenges 
which SRTUs are facing. He said that in the new 
Road Transport & Safety Bill, the Transport is open 
to private also.  Hence, it is very challenging for 
the agencies like SRTUs who are operating public 

transport. He added that, people’s expectations 
have been increased and lots of new technologies 
have come up in the transport sector and the 
mindsets have to be changed for accepting those 
innovations. He pointed out that, all such innovations 
cannot be adopted since most of the SRTUs are not 
financially viable.  Hence, we have to think of PPP 
or other mode in implementing such innovations. 
He emphasized on the improvement with regard to 
workshop maintenance, material handling, material 
procuring, etc for effective operations. He requested 
all STUs to come up together for overcoming the 
issues and challenges faced by them.

Shri Anthony Pariat, Deputy General Manager, 
Operations, Meghalaya Transport Corporation 
delivered vote of thanks with a special mention of 
Shri K.S. Kropha, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, 
Government of Meghalaya for his approval and 
support in convening the 240th SC(S&C) meeting 
at Shillong.

During the meeting following Presentations were 
presented  

1. M/s Wheels India  

2. M/s Allison Transmission

3. M/s Scania Commercial Vehicles India Pvt 
Ltd

4. M/s Donaldson Filters

The Business Session

Shri S K Patra, Secretary SC (S&C) explained about 
the policies and procedures applicable for award/
renew of contracts and presented the agenda with 
the permission of chair.  He apprised the members 
about the decision taken at the 183rd meeting 
on PRSC. The Secretary SC (S&C) informed the 
Chairman SC (S&C) that the decisions in the vendor 
sheets are proposed as per the laid down policies 
of SC (S&C). 

Other items discussed during SC(S&C) meeting. 
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• Discussed that certain clauses in the proposed 
Road Transport Safety Bill and its effects 
on SRTUs. ASRTU has expressed views / 
comments and communicated to Govt. of India 
on the new road safety bill which is under active 
consideration. ASRTU have also written letters 
to all STUs to offer their comments. Managing 
Director, Karnataka SRTC suggested that all 
SRTUs shall write to Secretary MoRT&H and 
letters has to be sent from the respective state 
Governments to the Central Govt.  about the 
concern of the public transport as the survival of 
STUs is dependent on this act.

• Managing Director, Karnataka SRTC opined that 
ASRTU is paying substantial membership fee to 
UITP every year by collecting it from the SRTUs. 
ASRTU has to pay registration fees apart from 
membership fees. The group discount offered 
to ASRTU delegates are very less comparing 
to the membership fees paid. The members 
opined that UITP events can be attended by 
paying the registration fees even without being 
a member of UITP on group discount. The 
UITP membership benefits is comparatively 
very less, hence ASRTU may review the 
continuance of UITP membership by sending 
letters to its members seeking their opinion. 

The Managing Directors of MSRTC, UPSRTC, 
PUNBUS and Deputy Commissioner of AMTS 
also deliberated on the above.

• Fire safety is a major concern due to recent 
fire incidents that are taking place. Hence 
emphasized on the need of Fire Detection and 
Suppression System (FDSS) in SRTUs buses. 

• With the order of the national green tribunal to 
withdraw 15 years old vehicles in Delhi there is 
a need of fixing of end of life vehicles. 

• Need of promoting use of alternative fuel for 
public transport and promoting of ethanol 
buses, hybrid buses, and electric buses in 
reducing environmental pollution. Reduction 
in motor vehicle tax, Passenger Tax etc can be 
given to such vehicles to promote the same.  

• It has been proposed to establish a National 
Portal common to all SRTUs for procurement 
of Auto Spares and accessories required for 
maintenance and repair of buses.  ASRTU will 
provide assistance for providing software and 
hardware facilities.  This would help the STUs 
for proper planning of inventory management 
and procurement of quality products at right 
price and right time.
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Shakti-ASRTU MoU
Shakti Sustainable Energy Foundation (Shakti) and 
Association of State Road Transport Undertakings 
(ASRTU)  signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) in April, 2015 to work together towards 
realising energy savings in transport through 
improved bus-based public transport systems in 
India. The MoU was signed by Mr. P. S. Ananda 
Rao, Executive Director of ASRTU and Mr. Krishan 
Dhawan, Chief Executive Officer of Shakti. The 
MoU signing was followed by a brief consultation 
meeting with experts from civil society and academia 
on improving public transport systems in India.

Shakti works to strengthen the energy security of 
India by aiding the design and implementation of 
policies that support energy efficiency, renewable 
energy and sustainable mobility. Shakti works in 
sectors with the maximum potential for energy and 
carbon savings: Power, Transport, Energy Efficiency 
and Climate Policy. Shakti provides technical 
assistance support for specific activities consistent 
with its organizational strategies to support public 
policy decisions. It convenes NGOs, universities, 
business, think tanks and domestic and international 
experts to design and implement smart energy 
policies in India. 

The areas of collaboration outlined by the MoU 
are: planning and design support for supporting 
infrastructure for public transport, improving bus 
fuel efficiency and fleet management practices of 
buses owned by State road Transport Undertakings 
(STUs), Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS), 
Passenger information systems, Financing strategies 
for public transport and Capacity building initiatives. 
To initiate the collaboration,  Shakti is undertaking 
the following initiatives in the first year of the MoU:

1. Bus terminal planning and design 
guidelines:

Terminals play a critical role in ensuring smooth 
operations of bus systems in a city or a region. The 
fleet handling capacity of terminal and the ease 
with which passengers can interchange modes at 
a terminal are the key determinants that enable 
smooth operations of bus systems. The design 
of a bus terminal therefore should be such that it 
maximises the number of buses handled, allows 
seamless passenger interchanges between different 
modes and provides easy access to various users. 
Shakti in association with ASRTU is supporting the 
development of planning and design guidelines for 
bus terminals of different capacity and functions in 
Indian cities. These guidelines will help optimize the 
fleet and passenger handling capacities of terminals 
and in facilitating smooth multi-modal passenger 
interchanges through user friendly interventions. 

2. Improving fuel efficiency of buses owned 
by State road Transport Undertakings 
(STUs): 

Fuel consumption of a bus depends on both 
operational and maintenance practices being 
adopted by the fleet owning agency. In this regard, 
two initiatives are being undertaken: 

1. Driver Training Programmes to encourage 
fuel efficient driving practices: Shakti is 
supporting the Petroleum Conservation and 
Research Association (PCRA) to carry out 
multiple training programs to encourage driver 
training programs for the STUs. Under this, a 
total of 1500 drivers from various STUs will be 
trained in all regions of the country. 

2. Improving fuel efficiency through inspection 
and maintenance practices. For use by STUs 
an Excel based tool is being developed that 
will enable the operators to manage, inspect 
and maintain their bus fleet in an efficient way. 
The tool will inform the bus operator on the 
vehicles with the least fuel efficiency and the 
preventive maintenance actions needed to 
improve their performance.
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Introduction of Bus Service
From Kolkatta to Dhaka (Bangladesh)

The West Bengal State Transport Corporation 
(WBSTC) has been appreciated in media for 
beginning India and Bangladesh Bus service and 
connecting two nations. In a major boost to 
connectivity between India and Bangladesh, two 
bus services were flagged off on Saturday by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, his Bangladesh 
counterpart Sheikh Hasina and West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee in Dhaka. The 
bus services, Kolkata-Dhaka-Agartala and Dhaka-
Shillong-Guwahati, will link West Bengal to three 

North Eastern states of India via Bangaldeshi capital 
Dhaka. During the flag off ceremony on the first 
day of Modi’s visit, he handed over a symbolic 
ticket of the Agartala-Dhaka-Kolkata service to 
Hasina and she handed over a symbolic ticket of 
Dhaka-Shillong-Guwahati service to her Indian 
counterpart. Banerjee gave Hasina a symbolic ticket 
of the Kolkata-Dhaka-Agartala service. These bus 

services are aimed at improving people-to-people 
contact between the neighbouring countries by 
enhancing connectivity. There would be two buses 
on the Kolkata-Agartala-Dhaka route, one of which 
would be run by the West Bengal government and 
the other by the Tripura government. The solo 
bus in the Dhaka-Shillong-Guwahati route would 
be run by the Bangladeshi government. Buses on 
this route would originate three days a week each 
from Guwahati and Dhaka, respectively. People 
of the North Eastern states of Tripura, Meghalaya 

and Assam, which share extensive boundaries with 
India’s eastern neighbour, would benefit from the 
two services. The Kolkata-Dhaka-Agartala service 
would reduce by 560 kms the distance between 
West Bengal and the landlocked state of Tripura, 
which is surrounded by Bangladesh from three sides. 
At present, separate bus services between Dhaka-
Kolkata and Dhaka-Agartala are in operations.
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SRTU Annual Conference & AGM of
ASRTU Ahmedabad

The 59th Annual Conference of State Road 
Transport Undertakings was held on 16th March 
2015 in the historical city of Ahmedabad Gujarat. 
Shri P. S. Ananda Rao, Executive Director, ASRTU 
extended a warm welcome to Shri Vijay Chhibber, 
Secretary RT &H and President ASRTU. He also 
expressed deep gratitude to the Secretary, RT& H, 
MoRT&H & President ASRTU for his continuous 
support and valuable guidance to ASRTU. He 
welcomed the dignitaries, Chief Executives and 
other delegates from SRTUs and Industries to 
Ahmedabad. This Conference is an appropriate 
platform for sharing of experience with vehicle 
manufacturers, auto component manufacturers on 
the emerging issues concerning to SRTUs and to 
evolve solutions. Further, it was informed that, to 
commemorate the Golden Jubilee Year of ASRTU, 
it has been decided to confer the “National Public 
Transport Excellence Award” in three categories 
viz, (i) Innovative Best practices (ii) Safety at Work 
place and (iii) Cleanliness at Work place. The efforts 
of member SRTUs were appreciated for achieving 
operational excellence in spite of all constraints and 
securing the prestigious ASRTU awards. On behalf 
of ASRTU, expressed his sincere gratitude to CEOs 
of member SRTUs and industry partners who had 
extended unstinted support last year in organizing 
series of seminars, workshops and study visits 
including vendor development meets at different 
locations.  All this would not have been possible 
without the support and guidance of our President 
& thanked him for his valuable guidance all the 
issues. Further, he thanked Shri Rajender Kumar 
Kataria, Vice President, ASRTU & MD, Karnataka 
SRTC for his guidance and conveyed his thanks 
to Shri Pankaj Kumar, Vice Chairman & Managing 
Director,  GSRTC for his whole hearted support 
and cooperation in organizing this Conference at 
Ahmedabad.  

Shri Pankaj Kumar IAS, Vice Chairman & Managing 
Director, Gujarat SRTC expressed his thanks to 

ASRTU for selecting Ahmedabad for hosting the 
Conference. He also briefed the contribution of 
ASRTU to public transport undertakings in the 
country and desired to have a road map for ASRTU 
on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of ASRTU 
which will transform the STUs and be more 
meaningful to the society.

He informed that the commitment of the Road 
Transport sector to the society is significant and they 
have to be given a place in the Budget like Indian 
Railways. Even like other sectors of public services, 
STUs should be given a level playing field in the form 
of reimbursement of subsidies for social obligations 
to vulnerable sections of the society; flexibility and 
freedom in fixation of fares, administration matters 
and other conditions attached with the operation of 
STUs so that they come up to the expectations of 
the people in terms of quality of service, amenities, 
punctuality and to generate internal surplus.  

Further, he felt that, ASRTU as the apex body, 
need to impress upon the State Governments at 
the highest level for getting the full reimbursement 
for social obligations as being done in Gujarat. He 
further added that STUs need to get lump sum 
capital contribution from the Governments for 
various requirements viz. ITS enabled services 
for efficient management, procurement of buses 
in rural areas, providing proper transportation for 
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access to education for girls in the remote areas. 
He advised that ASRTU must take special efforts 
for proper branding of STUs for taking proactive 
measures so as to encourage people to use public 
transport system.

While appreciating the efforts of ASRTU for 
organizing meaningful workshops and foreign study 
tours for sharing and learning the best practices, he 
emphasized that the upshots should be transformed 
in to action and implemented in STUs.  He further 
added that Gujarat SRTC has created a common 
portal for Integrated Depot Management System in 
which six Depots will get connected through the 
portal and the Top management will have real time 
information.

He recalled the valuable services extended by ASRTU 
to its member SRTUs since its creation in 1965 and 
appreciated for strengthening them in meeting the 
various challenges faced in day to day operations. 
He congratulated all the award winners and added 
that it would encourage other SRTUs to excel in 
future.  He said that, an efficient public transport will 
not only promote the dynamic shift towards public 
transport, reduce social disparity and pollution 
levels, but also ignite the engine of National growth. 
He added that, technological development in the 
public transport have necessitated for optimizing the 
operational cost and to improve service and comfort 
level of commuters. He thanked MoRT&H, MoUD 
and other Government Departments for providing 
various financial assistance to SRTUs in ITS projects, 
up gradation of physical infrastructure, rolling stocks, 
etc. Shri Kataria briefed about the various activities 
of ASRTU in conducting workshops, seminars, 
interactive meetings, International study tours etc, 

during the last year. He hoped that, there will be 
some meaningful discussions during the two day 
Conference which would benefit the SRTUs.

Shri Vijay Chhibber, IAS, Secretary, RT&H & 
President ASRTU congratulated all the award 
winners and expressed his happiness for participating 
in this Conference during the Golden Jubilee year 
of ASRTU. While terming Ahmedabad as the city 
of happening, he said the main reason for selecting 
the venue was to have sharing of information of the 
transport models implemented there among each 
other and replicate the good models in respective 
States. He mentioned that, ASRTU Conference is 
an occasion to put all the stake holders together 
which provides opportunity to interact with them 
to know the progress and their perception on the 
events that are happening elsewhere.  

This is an occasion to relook on the agenda that we 
have travelled through the last 50 years, whether 
we could have done better and are we equipped to 
take up the challenges of the next 50 years.  

On the new Road Transport & Safety Bill which is on 
the anvil and will be in force very soon, he pointed 
out that, the bill provides huge opportunities so 
that STUs can undertake other roles that have not 
envisaged so far.  STUs can take into the business of 
testing of vehicle, training to drivers not only meeting 
their own requirement, but also as standalone 
activity centers. This would help STUs for proper 
utilization of their resources to recover losses and 
make profit centers.

He further informed that the intention of the Bill is 
not to threaten so far the cushioned roles given to 
the SRTUs. There are huge unlimited challenges in 
rural India and the needs cannot be met by STUs 
alone. So it is necessary to find a way to galvanize 
private sector with this job. The Government has to 
change the legal framework and have to look into 
the new innovative ways to bring in large number 
of players into the field to overcome the challenges.  

While addressing the concern that the lucrative 
routes may go to the private sector, he said that the 
State Governments need to look in to this mater 
seriously and take necessary steps. 
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The country realizes the role of public transport and 
this Bill would bring a major change by envisaging 
greater role of central Govt. for public transport. 
The STUs have a pivotal role in the public transport 
sector in bringing of innovation in terms of technology 
and sustainability.  There is a need to look at issues 
of environment pollution, health of the community 
and look at all aspects of public transport in a holistic 
manner. It is only through STUs that the changes can 
be brought in. The President ASRTU & Secretary, 
MoRT&H also expressed his extreme happiness 
for the participation of representatives from North 
Eastern States and emphasized on special attention 
for improvement of public transport for these states.
Finally he wished a fruitful discussion and sharing 
of information amongst the participants during the 
conference

Shri A. J. Raval, Chairman Standing Committee 
(Technical & Stores) & CME, Gujarat SRTC 
conveyed vote of thanks to all the delegates. He 
thanked Shri Vijay Chhibber, Secretary, RT&H 
and President ASRTU for chairing the Conference 
in spite of his busy schedule and for choosing 
Ahmedabad as the venue for this Conference. He 
also thanked Shri Rajender Kumar Kataria, Vice 
President, ASRTU & MD, Karnataka SRTC and 
Shri Ananda Rao, Executive Director, ASRTU for 
selecting Ahmedabad as the venue of the meeting 
and providing them opportunity to serve.
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Upcoming Events of ASRTU

National Best Practices Workshops Standing Committee Meetings

ICEPTI 2016

60th Annual Conference & 50th AGM of ASRTU
Jan - Feb 2016
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Ashok Leyland Continues to Innovate 
with India’s First Bev Bus

FULLY ELECTRIC BUSES: Keeping up the 
tradition of bringing new types of Buses for City 
commuting, Ashok Leyland Limited (ALL) now 
offers fully Electric (BEV) Buses in India, built in India. 
This keeps up the decades-old Bus tradition in ALL- 
bringing industry firsts in Bus products- Vestibuled 
Buses, Double Deckers, RE Buses, Integral Buses, 
CNG Buses, Hybrids and the latest JanBus, which 
has already become the favourite of the public in 
many cities.

The first EV Bus from ALL is an adaptation of the 
Versa EV, from their subsidiary in UK- Optare PLC. 
With its iconic styling and reliability track record of 
many years, this low-floor, high-end offering is ALL’s 
combined & pro-active response to GOI’s Make In 
India and FAME initiatives- with the Bus now being 
redesigned & prepared for assembly at ALL’s Alwar 
factory for use in India.

With capacities going up to 67 passengers, this 
Bus was launched in the Bus & Special Vehicles 
Show earlier this year and has since been running 
demonstrations and displays all over the country 
with various STU’s. ALL offer the Versa EV in India 
with a few optimal variants to suit the new green 
initiatives by STU’s.

EV BUS IS ABOUT SOLUTIONS- NOT 
PRODUCTS ALONE: While product reliability 
and efficiency are always paramount, ALL have 
started the promotion of the EV Bus in line with 
Global practices. They offer pre-sale support to 

the STU’s prior to releasing the tender, helping the 
STU identify the various route options and thereby 
minimising investments and maximizing efficiency.

“Products in the EV Bus space, unlike Hybrid, Diesel 
and CNG Buses, need to be planned with optimal 
battery capacity and rationalized charging strategies. 
If the correct balance is not obtained, including 
planned buffers, the final result will be blatantly 
inefficient either in terms of cost or in terms of 
energy- and most probably both”, says the ALL 
Engineering team.

“By identifying the possible routes that are likely 
to be used, understanding the distances and time 
of travel, end-terminal dwell time and passenger 
density, we can configure a combination of EV Buses 
and Fast Chargers which will help the operator 
to reduce investments and also increase running 
energy efficiency and revenues. We will also need 
to remember that, unlike in Europe, Japan, US 
and Korea, in India, such Buses will be running Air 
Conditioners which use significant battery capacity”, 
they points out.

In order to help the STU’s define their requirement 
correctly and call for correct/ relevant tenders, 
ALL provides pre-sale support directly from their 
Engineering team- this team now also does a 
major part of the Engineering for Optare for UK 
and European applications. ALL is working closely 
with ASRTU, National Automotive Board, MoRTH, 
MoHI and select STU’s to develop lower end buses 
with lower costs using R&D and Field Studies. The 
plan is to deliver, in about 2 years’ time, reliable, 
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robust and lower cost buses for India in the context 
of Indian ambient, road and driving conditions- 
derived from existing ALL platforms, with minimal 
or NIL GoI subsidy.

In addition, to ensure optimal EV Buses to suit 
India, ALL is working on a multi-tier R&D Program 
with ASRTU, along with NAB, SIAM and other 
institutions, to conduct elaborate trials and studies of 
EV Buses that will not only be cost-efficient but also 
be able to withstand the rains, dust, temperatures, 
ranges, driving cycles, terrains, power quality and 
commercial expectations across India. This is a 
large R&D Program being conducted under the 
FAME scheme in stages, over a few years, in order 
to ensure sustainable Electric Bus solutions and 
infrastructure in India.

MAKE IN INDIA -FOR INDIA: In keeping with 
GoI’s intent of spurring local manufacturing of 
high technology products, ALL has arranged for 
production of these Optare products, as well as 
the various Electrical and Electronic aggregates, at 
its Pant Nagar and Alwar factories. In addition, to 
further reduce costs, ALL has started work with local 
PSU and private suppliers to manufacture state-of-
the-art Electric Drive Train and other aggregates for 
these EV Buses.

The Alwar facility, which is dedicated to Bus 
Manufacturing, has been expanded to cater to the 
increased demand for buses and currently produces 
all their Buses. The Pant Nagar facility, among Asia’s 
largest Integrated Commercial Vehicle plants, also 
manufactures various Bus Chassis - and many 
other truck products. The units use state of the art 
robotized facilities to ensure product and process 
quality while also offering gainful employment to 
the local populations using various training and 
development programs.

A TRADITION OF INNOVATION- AND 
CONTINUING TO PARTICIPATE IN INDIA’S 
FUTURE: With the release of JanBus into the 
market, like before, ALL have once again brought 
global capabilities to deliver India-centric solutions. 
With many of patents, the JanBus is the world’s first 
and only Front Engine, Fully Flat Floor bus at 650mm 
floor height. Combining the comfort of low floor 
with the convenience & efficiency of Front Engine, 
the JanBus has been a hit with passengers and 
STU’s all across India. Bright interiors, flat & friendly 
flat floors, easy maintenance and the legendary 
service support from ALL have made this product 
an instant hit in India. Given this success, ALL is now 
developing the LHD version of the JanBus and will 
be taking it to sell in its large markets in Africa and 
other locations.

Innovating similarly for the EV Buses, modifying 
the Versa EV to suit Indian applications, but still 

c o n d u c t i n g 
e l a b o r a t e 
trials and R&D 
to ensure 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
and efficient 
solutions, ALL 
once again 

offer a Bus that is not only a delight to passengers but 
will also have best-in-class capacity and collections 
for the operator, thus reducing the need for GoI 
subsidy & incentives. ALL have also arranged for 
elaborate training for STU’s and their own dealer 
and service networks to service and maintain 
these buses- with phased localization to ensure 
competitive spare parts.
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